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Pro ject Grudge 

/ 
~ • , A US F analys is of the fi r s t 244 re po r ted 
incidents is summa r i zed below . 

2 . Since 5 De c ember 1948 a ser ies of r ecur r i ng 
phenomena desc r ibed as "green f ireball s " have be en 
rep~rted in th~ general vicini t y of Albuquerque , New 
~exico . D~ . Lincoln La Paz , not ed meteorit ic expert 
has been directly, tho ugh unoff i ci al l y as sociated 
with the inve st igation of these si Eht i ~E, s and has 
hi mself observed the phenomena . Dr . La 'Pa z stat es 
he is convi nced t he gr een fi r eball s are not ord i nary 
met eors . Thi s group of incidents ha s little or 
not hing i n common with other i ncidents on fi le with 
Pr o j ect Grudge , ther ef ore , t hese i ncident s ar e not 
consider ed i n the analysis . The Scienti f i c Advi sory 
Commi t t ee wa s asked t o invest i gate t he matt er and 
had advis ed t hat an i ndepend ent i nvestigat i on be 
conduc ted i n t he fie ld of a tmospheri e r esearch . 

3. Upon elimi nating s everal additional i ncidents 
du e to vagueness and dupljcati on , t here remain 228 
i ncidents . Thirty of these could not be explai ned 
becaus e t her e was f ound to be insuffi cient evidence 
on whi ch to base a conclus ion . 

4 . Con sulting agenci es pr ovi ded plausible so~uti ons 
fo r 164 i ncidents with the following comments and f ind­
i ngs : 

(a ) Rand Corp . - (172 inc i dent s considered ). "We have 
found not hi ng whi ch would s eriously controvert 
simple rat i onal explanations of the various phen­
omena in t er ms of balloons, optical illusions, 
convent i onal ai rcraf t , planet s , meteors, bits of 
paper, pract ical jokers, psychopathological 
r epor ters , and the like." 

( b ) Ohio Stat e University (Dr. Hynrik - 244 incidents 
cons idered ). Assuming evidences of observers and 
i nves t i gator s to be correct, Dr. Hynek concluded 
t hat 32% could be explained astronomically, 35% 
coul d be attributed to balloons, aircraft, rockets, 
birds , et c., and 33% either lacked necessary 
evidence or a suitable explanation was not apparent. 
When due allowance was made for inaccuracies in 
observing and reporting, 53% might Pt ~xplained 
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(c ) Air Weath r Ser vice - (233 incidents con s idered ). 
12~ appa r ently were weather ba l loons . 

( ) Air Mat rial Co~1and Aero~edic al Labora tory (Dr . 
Paul M. Fii s - 212 incid ent s consi dered . The re 
are sufficient psycho lopical expl nna t ions fo r the 
reports of unid ent if i ed f ly in~ obj ects to provi rt e 
plausible ·explanati ons for reports not otherwise 
explainabl . These errors in identifying r eal 
stimuli r esult chiefly from i nability to estimate 
speed , distance and size . 

5. Of the remaining 34 incidents , i nv estipation 
shows that they form no pat te rn i n r egard t o area of 
sighting , type of object , or manner of pe rformance . 
There are 1ndicati ons , however, that some sightings 

ere influenc ed by earli er reports , and proba bly 
would not have been consider ed unusual or r eported 
had there been no publicity . 

(A. L. Wright) 
Defence Research Member 
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